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| Court News: NH e-Court Update: So Far, So Good
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| By: Kristen S

s - August 20, 2014

Twenty-four small claims cases had been filed in Concord and Plymouth Circuit Courts using one of two online
e-filing portals as of Tuesday, Aug. 12, according to Senior NH Circuit Court Administrator Gina Apicelli.

Online Store J The cases, four of which were submitted by attorneys, populated the online system smoothly, and filers received

- . the proper email notifications. The only glitch occurred when a filer wanted to pay a filing fee in cash at the
Vendor courthouse.
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“It took 45 minutes, but we found a way 1o take the money and marry it up with the case, and we fixed the glitch,”
Apicelli said.

After the two systems went live at 8 a.m. Wednesday, July 30, it was a nail-biting seven hours before the first filing
was submitted by an aftorney at 3:18 p.m. Apicelli sent out “what felt like a birth announcement” to the chief
justice of the NH Supreme Court and other judicial branch staff that have worked for more than two years on the

NHMCLE new online-only system.
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“Honestly, it's just a huge sigh of relief, because you work so hard to create this, but until a filing comes in and it
. works, you don't believe it," Apicelli said. “Now we can exhale.”
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‘SNHM'OI-E B2 By 9 a.m. on the second day, a pro se litigant had filed a case online without incident,
|

|
| Live Mragrams . Respondents in small claims cases have up to 30 days to file an answer, the first of which was filed onfine in mid-
; Oualing {1E August. “I'll feel better once we get 10 responses and they all populate onto the right cases and everybody gets
CLEledel™ their email messages,” said Apicelli.
| Wiy WP Plager
{ #ils The NH Judicial Branch remains on target to roll out the online case-filing system for small claims cases to the
; (s other 30 circuit courts in the state by the end of 2014.
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Vedeo Rephays Apicelli said guardianship cases invelving minars and aduits, as well as NH State Police plea-by-mail motor
| Epubs vehicle tickets, will be added to the web-based platform in late winter or early spring 2015,
and moset
E Chonse NNBACLE_ Plans are in the works for an NHBA+CLE in November about the new e-filing system. Meanwhile, about 20

; O Suoomss is Yoer Swecass | Attorneys have already taken one of the free weekly online webinars available at www tylertech.com.

[NWBARORGWNBACLE A transaction fee associated with e-filing court cases in New Hampshire will be taxable for trust accounting
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purposes, according to Donald Goodnow, director of the NH Administrative Office of the Courts. At information
sessions leading up to the launch of the pilot project, some attorneys had raised concerns over whether the

ACCEPT | transaction fee would be considered a taxable cost.
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Supreme Court Rule 42{9) requires all NH admutted { gy
attorneys to notfy the Bar Associanien of any
address change, home or office.

ADDRESS
CHANGE?
Home | About the Bar | For Members | For the Public | Legal Links | Publications | Online Store

Lawver Referral Service | Law-Related Education | NHBA-CLE | NHBA Insurance Agency | NHMCLE
Search | Calendar

New Hampshire Bar Association
2 Pillsbury Street, Suite 300, Concord NH 03301
phone: (603) 224-6942 fax: (603) 224-2910

https://www.nhbar.org/publications/display-news-issue.asp?id=7494 7/27/2016



